PERCEPTIONS Galore
It is said that energy has been manifesting in many forms from the origin of time itself. Cosmic rays have been forming-transforming elements for a long while, like radiation converting Helium to Hydrogen. Light, sparks thence Sound energy –from lightning and thunder for example- at lower energy transmission velocity, could have been a turning point. Sound is said to have given rise to shapes and life itself. Nano-particles, micro-organisms and bacteria had grown in the atmosphere with living beings as known today emerging in water –evolving as amphibians, later developing as varied creatures on land.
Scientists persevering with DNA-RNA research opine that minute variations suffice to create differing living beings and thus evolutionary process and shift have and will continue to throw forth new creatures. From an energy particle, we have come a long way accumulating characteristic, organs, survival instincts and bound by karma traits as well. Our brain supposedly had enlarged to current size during the tectonic times when Himalayas were formed due to northward drift of Asian plate, giving us current unfair advantages in the animal kingdom. 
Colours as surprises had caused expressions in terms of exclamations/sound/utterances and isn’t diversity of languages that have originated thus across the length and breadth of land mind-boggling? Add too noises made by animals on land/water to communicate, to linguistics. Surprises galore! Not really, because noises/languages as a means of communications within species is quite common and between different species too when efforts and familiarities are made.

Well, what is in it for us all to grasp? Time to seek and understand what awareness, knowledge, inferences, science, determinism et al have over the centuries been finding out and preaching to practice. For, the amalgam of cause, effect, proof, deductions, derivations, repeatability, particle science … etc, of late, seem to be settling for perceptions, maya and the like, as despite centuries of efforts, it has not been possible to understand/explain any findings and misgivings conclusively. It is feared that our senses may not suffice to understand the universe in few life times. So let us embark on a philosophical voyage of logics, rationalism, spiritualism and perceptionalism too to reconcile on what best is suited for our times.
There are myths, lores, tales, stories, yarns etc all leading through mores, morals, maxims, adages, parables, commandments, proverbs, truisms, ethics, tenets, concepts, beliefs, practices to ideas, knowledge, news, information….preserving/clouding history and facilitating creativity…And in the cauldron of civilisational and cultural milieu, assimilation, synthesis and evolved understanding, the Oriental and Occidental concepts are finally beginning to come together accepting that IT is all about perceptions if one would like to term it so. Put simply, what all we see in nature are nothing but creations of our measuring and categorising mind. Won’t we look different through fish eye lens?
There are data, statistics, patterns, trends –even in chaos leading to facts, analysis, findings, conclusions, hypothesis, extrapolations et al …enriching knowledge and fulfilling the seekers urge to explore, find out, learn, know and pursue self realisation. The process has been time tested and tried for generations but by and large we have failed to grasp and those who have, if any, haven’t been able to pass encyclopaedia of  what they realised, and if at all they have, the followers have usually misinterpreted and evoked their own versions, thus compounding the confusions. Alas, in the end, it is a matter of conjunctures and perceptions.

Giving credit to Democritus, Aristotle, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, Darwin, Einstein, Vivekananda, Russell, Hawking ……..and many of their ilk and the laureates who have thrown more light on ignorance, are we any better of than in the Dark ages? The Eastern philosophical-spiritual-religious confounded conclusions also haven’t been able to penetrate shrouded mysteries that lie beyond us. A fundamental tenet is that everything is because of our consciousness, and transcendence can get us away from such realities; back to virtual reality on return, but.
The deterministic science despite achieving a lot with space missions behind them are estopped by gravity, quantum physics, relativism, S-matrix, speed of light etc admitting that it itself has varied over eons, light rays do bend with everything disappearing into black holes beyond our comprehension. It is assumed that it reappears somewhere else enabling retracing of time-space trajectories. Going back in events, memories and time? Transmigrations and rebirths seem credulous, but not rewinding and replays!
These take us to the quadrants of knowledge and ignorance: categorising them further as knowing, not knowing, knowing the unknown and not knowing the unknowns. Whilst what are in the sphere of knowledge itself may not have been properly understood, its existence may be accepted and ascertained and this becomes a knowledge base of the knowns. That typically leaves the rest as unknowns. Within the unknowns, it is further acceptable that some of it can easily be found out, identified and catalogued and the others can be sensed, projected, provided for and overcome with precautions, technology a la prevention is better than cure.
But what of the unknowable unknowns? We suspect and are sure that such things do exist but are unable to gauge with our senses and technologies that are on hand and being developed. Every once a while a paradigm shift or leap occurs in garnering knowledge but the earth, matter, atmosphere, space are elusive by their own nature. Aren’t our senses our own limitations? The world as we know in reality means the realm of experiences we experience with life as a concourse of mirrors.  So, what of the un-experienced?
Scientism, metaphysics, spiritualism..whatever, the origin of universe/consciousness etc can simply be attributed to the creator –incidental, intentional or intelligent, call him God or what not you would like to. In a way singularity, big bang, black hole …all within over current knowledge/ignorance can be traced back graphically to such an Origin at the centre of the quadrants that can be encompassed by ever expanding circles and spheres. 
Beliefs, faiths, practices, religions and their never ending offshoots have been noble efforts, but unfortunately they have been violent, fanatical and destructive and not synergetic, though their goals by definition is self and group realisation. Can’t we synthesise our efforts for better understanding of such dynamic interplay with Sciences also, to achieve art of living in harmony as microcosms within macrocosms? 
Most religions prescribe rituals to tune and condition the mind during innocent formative and impressionable years, insisting on allegiance to their scriptures proscribing rebirths defining God as reincarnation often in human form to set matters right getting rid of evil. Of necessity, God is created out of knowledge, ignorance, fear, respect, love, devotion, surrender to gain peace of mind. It is human weakness that an external force like God is relied upon to solve riddles of helplessness. The good intentions of savants, saints, seers, sages and sceptics too quoting hymns, psalms, slokas, prayers etc are passed on and retailed down the line as spin offs targeting seekers turned gullibles. Have no doubt about their calming, soothing spiritual effects though. With unshakeable faith, Supreme Self is said to be realisable purely through intuitive perception as inner reality and  IT cannot be experienced by senses, reasoning or discourses.
The analogies in scriptures and epics are taken as actual events attributing human forms to characters including God. It indeed is unbelievable that the Master of Universe is a human form with its inherent limitations. Is God a particle, force, field or method of madness beyond our comprehension or a diviner of combination of body-mind-soul trio? Whatever, let it be; and devil, an apposite or its opposite as antimatter, anti thesis or anti-force/field that nullifies -tracking life back to singularity/nothingness.

Considering Divinity, Philosophy and Law as cornerstones of awareness, inquisitiveness and knowledge, perception need be installed as the fourth pillar to complete the structure that can be built upon. Quite simply we could bracket everything to perceptions, if that would suffice. Human made concepts are naturally within our comprehension, but what are not, are not within our grasp. Thus perception which often is attributed to intelligence, intellect, intuition, experience, expertise, maturity, premonition, telepathy, divine grace and what not! No doubt experience is the best school master, confidence a sure-fire and drive the catalyst.
Most important scientific breakthroughs, inventions and discoveries have been accidental; invariably out of perception that such a thing is plausible. Bare facts as such have only historical limited value, but postulations with them have enabled bridging knowledge gaps. It is usually out of intuitions, insights are achieved and creativity is launched. A perception quotient for the individual and society, and a perception index for civilisation and development!! In real life too analysis, trends and projections do not seem to get people, enterprises and nations that far. It is the gut feeling, positive attitude and drive that help set goals and deliver them too.
Contrarily, seeking solace through inaction is no better; hence paths of knowledge and work are suggestive and at the least, prayers. As has been scientifically proven, faith can heal and help others heal. A lot of our problems of our times on the micro and macro fronts are self-inflicted due to control of diseases, better nutrition, poor work postures, bad life styles, sharper minds, longer life span etc. 
Whatever understood over eons –natural phenomenon, food, medicinal value of plants –Tulsi to start with, is accredited to God and what we haven’t also. Perhaps ignorance is bliss, as it nullifies knowledge retracing all else back to origin and singularity. But once in the know –consciousness- the choice is to do, face the results and perish when time is up. Till then, ones is to do and not, not to do. Certainly a dose of realism and positiveness can make the difference; so despondence is to be avoided at all costs.

Having understood so much, much more remains….in the universe and in our interstellar voyages. The whole and parts are beyond languages, expression and even perceptions. In the end it is matter of reconciling within the capabilities and developing such sensual abilities as we traverse time-space multi-dimensionally.
