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New FREEDOM Drive
A new call for freedom is in the air. It is for further emancipation; this time from the Big Brother itself to whom we all have surrendered some of our rights in return for whatever under the nation-state philosophy. For, ideologies aside, such social contract has often failed to deliver the inherent promises it beholds, throttling individual’s freedom and shackling creativity that otherwise would have sprung up everywhere. The successful American and failed Russian models suffice to contrast.
It is instructive to understand what Freedom is and what it could be in the context of further liberating the individuals from the clutches of those in power, the hegemony of the system and tyranny of the state’s machineries. Freedom for what, is a contextual question to be addressed to convince the populace that have accepted fait accompli and settled down with compromises forsaking their drive and potential.
To those who know not, it is a dream, elixir, nirvana, moksha, free of bondage to fly like birds and swim like fish. Tried taking off with your mind to nowhere just like that?
To those who have, and know not what to do….here is a drive, a New Freedom Drive for self-realisation to convert possibilities and opportunities to group realization.
To those trammeled and trampled in the name of variations from socialism to liberalism, it is a daring and hope questioning the authorities, to set right injustices perpetuated by the few, of the few and for the few, against the many, even in sovereign, socialistic, democratic republics.

To those subjugated under variant versions of dictatorship to autocracy, here is inspiration to seek liberation, non-violently like our sage of the nation did, or through ballot boxes exercising their suffrage using their discretion to put a team of their choice with well laid out manifesto for change, onto pedestals of power.
It is not a panacea for all ills of the left, centrist, right –Marxian to Thacherite- political governance, but is for projecting individual freedom above all else so that much more can be realized by sacrificing far lesser within the bounds of current restrained socio-politico-economic constraints. It is efforts to reclaim what all have been stifled by government and its arms, due to failures in their fulfillment and lack of expediency, through a new enlightened freedom brigade drawn up from dedicated citizenry.
Such a call may seem strange at this juncture when liberalization is running its course fairly well -albeit slowly, but is timely, so that efforts can be accelerated and the youth raring to go can be given better opportunities within this generation itself. It is the unreasonables that force changes, with their stubborn contrarian commitment persuasively forcing the reasonables to go along. History is replete with success of such mavericks in all fields of life from spirituality to science and humaneness. Hence, question your credos, ask what you have done, what you can do and what you would like to achieve and prepare to usher in change.
Change we must cause in India, in this globalised scenario where information is free, ideas fly in the wind and the Net indeed is the final arbiter for flattening all philosophies; faster, and adapt and adopt with agility to stay ahead, lead and sustain leadership as the developing and under-developed third world looks up to India. What we have built up carefully over two generations overtly, with patient sacrifices is in jeopardy due to the hangover of socialism, covertly exploited by those in power, their minions and powers that be who are in charge of administering the system.
Power vested vide the ballot box has been misused even to rewrite history and misappropriated to serve politically lobbied interests by creating a servile judiciary too. Despite green revolution and agricultural boom, socialism has failed to deliver; the trust reposed by the citizens has been breached and so the inflexion point to relaunch has been reached. In general, globally, it is fair to state that referendums, propositions, right of recall, plebiscite etc have all failed and it is time for the well informed to stop complaining and enter the fray in a well organized manner.
The entrenched systems and the relationship between state-citizen needs to be re-visited to underscore the possibilities that further liberation can generate. Many a fence-sitter would argue that the State is supreme and the individual should be a subject with rights, duties and responsibilities, in return. Such classical orthodoxy aside, new liberalism needs be propounded to work across barriers and boundaries.
However, it is only fair that the worthy arguments of the traditionalists that the state is supreme and citizens’ sacrifices are called for to bundle, unite and run a country for the betterment and welfare of its people -essentially creating economies of scale and supporting specialization in work outputs, are answered and their worries laid to rest, lest they non-co-operate, hinder and obstruct. Whatever, conflict and compromises in Group Vs the Individual has perpetuated systems that stymie the growth of those who otherwise could have contributed much more to the society.
What is more sacrosanct is the unbridled freedom of the individual to practice religion, vocation, recreation etc within established social norms and pursue goals that would enrich societies across the globe. One can be allowed to do so without being subservient to the state. In the macro realm, Population control, Food security, Sanitation, Health care etc need be provided through employable education creating law abiding citizens. In the micro-fields, promoting entrepreneurial instinct against job seeking attitude and opportunities for utilizing talents, skills, intellect etc are priorities. 
Nation State concept itself survives in the need for a strategy against a perceptible common enemy. Might is right is a corollary of that protective instinct and haven’t we learnt from the destructions that have been unleashed so? What then when old enmities and axes are buried –as in Euro zone, and is the way forward in Vietnam, Korea and our own sub-continent. As the fundamental principle behind the need for the state diminishes, Individual freedom should gain more ground with universal brotherhood as the ultimate goal. 
Caveats though. Individual freedom should not usurp what groups have built up over centuries with co-operation and civility right from agri-communes. It must enable further enhance, and build on the same. Majority decisions and perceptions aroused by demagogues and coloured by rabble-rousers are more often than not, inane. More often, due to inaction of the educated well informed who prefer to be arm chair critics, minorities are the ones who vote and run the country. Gullible poor are easily bought out with freebies and manoeuvred by unprincipled politicians with the Parties diluting their ideologies and principles to get in and stay in power. Witness the horse trading in coalitions. The trio of politics, religion and money have time and again proven to be ruinous and the free-willed should involve in a concerted drive to negate the same.
Freedom is best exemplified by success of the scientific communities. Research organizations invest and leave beguiling scientists alone in the hope of them finding their weirdest dreams in that special zone of mental effervescence. We have had Einstein, Edison to Hawking. But can we dish out such freedom to the entire community ranging from crazy to imbeciles? For that, controls will have to exist but without forcing the individual and his creativity to subsist.
The differing schools of Oriental and Occidental thoughts have been well amalgamated in the Indian social milieu over the ages. Their conceptual dichotomies have been bridged to great extent in the large canvas and laboratory of our sub-continent assimilating better practices all the time. That is why our tolerant nature has welcomed and made homes for many divergent views. The New Freedom Movement, is thus a well evolved emergent idea befitting such cradled support.
Along with Philosophy and Divinity, Law is the third leg of the lectern of knowledge with perception as the fourth. Law is a major issue in all systems and in our own typical Indus inheritance, Natural law is the one that prevails. Even in the statutes, the Kings, dictators and autocrats state that they derive powers from spiritual, temporal and the commons to make rules for greater common good. Natural law is at the root of all such origins. Hence, jurisdiction and compliance with systems cannot be exempted –even for the rulers; otherwise they will be castigated, impeached, defrocked and like in Indian villages, shunned and existence ignored. 
A benevolent ruler is the best to rule, typified by few Indian kings of yore and in democratic politics it may never happen. Perhaps such sentiments is what in the Indian context -despite the abolition of Privy purses a generation ago, is precipitating  lingering allegiance to dynastic politics. Considering India’s as yet un-erased caste systems, social stratification, agri-economy, multitude of faiths etc, a new pan-Indian political ideology will have to be let to emerge on its own. The much ballyhooed Socialism has become a garland of thorns and we need to find an alternative.
Diving headlong into New Freedom movement, caution is called for, so that wishful thinking does not contradict compliance with existing system whilst working for change from within without kowtowing. Whatever, means must justify the end and the reverse too, with the ultimate goal of ensuring trickle down percolating to the masses so that inclusive developmental efforts and prosperity there-from get broad-based well into the length and breadth of the country. New Freedom Mission one hopes will not succumb to temptation of equating freedom with exploitative capitalism.
