INDIAN DEMOCLECY

The much bandied maturity and success of democracy of the Indian masses is nothing but a democlatic sword hung over the entire populace by the participating electorate. Particularly so, in the coalition era, when sworn political opponents of all tints make strange bed-fellows inside and outside Parliament. Their cross-purposes in preserving primary memberships, ideologies, voter base and seats make perfect Indian kichdi.

Over the decades those exercising franchise has consistently been below 40%, the enthroned bundled majority balloting an apathetic 18% or so. Can this be termed as shining example of democracy? It seems to be minority plurocracy of the people, by the parties, for the power seekers.
Are we drifting back to the princely statehood mode that Sardar Patel had so adeptly brought together? Considering the Parties that have split/splintered and become fiefdoms of their dominant leaders –based on caste, community, language, religion or regionalism- the party-post holders and prominent office-bearers have become stooges that manipulative autocracy churns out. Thank Himalayas that we haven’t ensconced dictators -Indira included, like other post-War Asian nations.

In the name of democracy, self-centred with hidden agendas are imposed by the parties on the people who have no choice but to choose from the subservient. The system thus fails to attract better lot towards political arena and even when it does, truly independent candidates are a rarity. Unless parties themselves develop democracy internally, the retrograde progress we have had is incorrectible. Criminalisation of politics, scams, ignored JPC reports, tainted and losers getting ministerial berths, non-ministers accessing government files, an MP holding 2 seats in Lower and one in Upper house and de facto chief minister-ship need be rectified.

The pseudo-democracy we have is much unlike what is conceived and catalogued by political scientists. For want of better terminology, it may be categorised as psycho-democracy, for, through psychology of voters, psyche is what is negotiated by politicians. Electorate is too impoverished to understand; they are driven by anti-incumbency, TINA (there is no alternative), subsidies and freebies.  Enamoured by TV and psephologists, the press failing to play guardian, Cine/TV-stars and sportspersons completing the menu.

Virtual reality imposed on us by professional politicians –whether by breaking up, con-joining or re-joining- by imposing the whole family, kith and kin is nothing but Dynastisis. Politics has become the easiest business, with the right connections, of course. Blame it on the intermediary coterie willing to go along with the undisputed leaders, as long as their interests are protected and antagonists kept at bay. Dynast-itis has been an infectious phenomenon spreading from the centre, such that Delhi Durbar is morally unable to enforce corrections at state levels.

Allies connote convenient alliances at particular time and juncture  -principles chucked by the wayside- to grab and stay in power, even if they be alternated later. Contextually, a foe’s foe turns one’s friend, foe’s friend too when he can be bought out and the foe itself when situation demands. Observe the imbroglios in UP and for the latest, in Karnataka. That is coalition politics we are witnessing and will have to live with till we ourselves initiate corrective measures. Office of the President is not above such machinations; so too vice-president, governors, chiefs of Forces, judges, Public sector undertakings etc. Systems have failed to instil/demand accountability and mete out punishments, no matter who, burying socialism with crony capitalism.

Elsewhere it evolved more democratically, preserving royalty as titular heads, fearing that anarchy will prevail if monarchy is abolished. Is India justifying such fears? Or as an alternative, developing familial democracy? Those who have been in power and their kids, kith and kin cite sacrifices made, developmental works effected etc for underscoring their indispensability and continuation through generations. Old fogies refusing to go away -minions slavishly stocking their egos; younger hopefuls must be allowed to fight their way up overcoming crab mentality. With a colonial hangover, are we reinventing monarchy by redefining democracy, imitating it through sycophancy of spinelessness by kowtowing and bestowing demi-godly status on shenanigans?

Such contagion is not found in western democracies, or even in the East. Their open system was good enough to attract the likes of Thatcher and Reagan –the most effective structural change agents- and dump too when their roles were done. Nor does mainland Europe has genetic compulsion in politics, though their royalties are preserved through inter-marriages. Apart from Bush blotting, the 200year old American history is a shining example. Roosevelt, Eike, Kennedy, Churchill, Trudeau, Eistang clans didn’t perpetuate themselves. 

Asian syndrome has been quite different, wherein democracy was at the whims of military and dictators, except in India, where Mrs Gandhi did stretch tolerance limits, damaged the fabric of institutions and left us on nepotic path.  Singapore indeed is an exception where democracy through lineage is resurrected, but after a reasonable gap, taking credit for multi racial harmony. Any case, it is a city-state and is more like a large multi-ethnic family.

Perhaps our founding fathers chose the best of everything, that has turned untenable in the political milieu. It won’t change unless committed individuals and the educated enter mainstream, displacing criminals and chamchas, and are accepted by the well-diversified voter base.

