
Final Frontier

It is time to question whether and what we the earthly populace have benefited since the Wars, as the potential of development –albeit at environmental costs- has become obvious to the global village bereft of frontiers and barriers duly demolished by internet and Information technology. Do recall that bout 60m sacrificed their lives and the wave of prosperity we have had is owed to them all.

It is fair to state that the marine adventure era half a millennium ago laid out the road maps for discoveries leading to colonisation spearheading trade, on which inventions piled firm foundations for industrial development and eventually innovations exploiting these. Coal and Electricity have been the drivers, fossil fuels needing to be replaced soon by renewable and sustainable energy sources like wind, solar radiation etc. In the interim, securing energy sources are the current conflict issues.

What the information revolution has achieved in its short span of a generation is to flatten the world and telescope time zones seamlessly, nullifying natural, civilisational, cultural, religious, linguistic, economic and legal barriers. It would be fallacy to continue to believe in Nation States bound together by common causes or enemies on historic basis or sound principles of economics and defence. EU exemplifies the bundling possibilities and various regional Trade Agreements too have been conceived thus, forgiving, forgetting and erasing internecine rivalries going back to kingdoms of yore.

Capital, its transferability, free movements and might has diluted the authorities of governments –be it dictatorial or pluralistic- monarchies being held as reserve, lest anarchies prevail over fragile democracies. Its inherent tendency to smoothen and lubricate systems have converted and enslaved one and all from Communists to Fabian socialists, prince-lings included. The only thorn that remains to be proselytised seems to be embedded by barbs of faith, beliefs, practices and religions –multiplicities of them. But one can’t deny the evolution God & Satan out of fear, ignorance, love, devotion, findings and knowledge cycles. Not that we are any better off than Helen, Joan and Galileo.

When the trio of power, money and faith are conjoined, it makes perfect concoctions of nuclear proportions. Cause and effect merge like means and ends. Rationale, logic and reasoning gives way to insensibilities, violence, destruction, martyrdom and terrorism questioning fundamentals of religions and values. Is human race so foolhardy to destroy itself along with the biosphere? Can we conquer the final frontiers of inter-faith animosities? That indeed is the civilised challenge facing the informed ones. 

Progress and philosophies aside, the lacunae is one of assimilating and appreciating that the concept of faith, God and whatever Force that be are universally the same and it is only a spiritual path to self-realisation seeking Him rather than finding Him and asking for favours. For, like languages, a child born anywhere can learn and be nurtured with societal customs, few developing as guides themselves, most as followers and practitioners and some as infidels and terrorists also. The broad-spectrum covers it all, permitting the doubtfuls to emancipate on their own, either way, walk out or be reborn. Born again usually with vengeance too. 

What has crystallised in the process is one of compare and contrast games, competition amongst the systems to hegemonise, claiming superiority and easy success through material pursuits, if not patiently seeking nirvana. Religion, in fact is the largest industry world-wide. The role of money and power in this fast-tracking cannot be denied, the six-century-old capitalism creating fissures between the capables and excluded. Resultantly, a new cast system of social stratification is driving politics, academia, faiths and power brokers, with coalitions amongst these for mutual gains in democracies ignoring the fundamentals of greater common good, precipitating back-lash syndrome across the globe. Strangely, such democracies empowered to alter worldly trends are all of decimal majority factions and coalitions.

The recoil effect need be well understood, if corrective measures are to succeed, for often the cause is worse than results it unleashes. The unfairness of WW I settlement was indeed the one that propelled WW II, causing a particular community to be chased; trying to carve the world into post-colonial resource allocations till the cold war thawed out. The current mono-ideologism is no better, in fact worse, spawning inequity and hatred amongst humans and unity of the persecuted, sowing seeds of terrorism all over. 

Regardless of the beast in us, humans per force have a fairer side driving us to seek absolution by prayers, deeds, sacrifices et al. This is what must be channelled towards better understanding and betterment of our existence. The common denominator of faiths need be catalysed to supplement each other and not spew venom and hatred. The enlightened and faithfuls are well aware of this, but they are being pushed into corners of retaliation by the ill-conceived actions of those in power, powers that be and power brokers. Across religious spreads the message, objective and goal is the same, the modus of indoctrination and execution differs though. So, the persevered efforts must be to bring them all to common platforms for mutual benefit of group-realisation.

Since we are what we think we are, what we eat, dress, do etc, it is indeed plausible to define ourselves and be what we want to be. This is what conditioning and programming of the child in man is all about. Catch them young and through the impressionable years! But it is said to be possible right in the womb itself. Hence religious practices that extend from conception to demise, hoping to influence rebirths too. 

Rituals have a soothing effect on the nervous system and psychologically belief strengthens physiological activities. Be it a dacoit, soldier, terrorist, Buddhist or atheist, their commitment to chosen beliefs and work towards excellence is comparable, often for a living though. The dropouts at the fringes are the trouble-makers having no idea as to what they believe in and what they want, drifting till re-born. That is the lot to be focused on to avoid troubles and perils. 

The seminaries, madrasas and monasteries are necessary evils to inject and inculcate basic concepts. Human’s seeking of the Lord has only multiplied the paths that he has been taking sprouting yet more religious sects and sub-sects in varying robes and garbs. The paths are the same, direction also. So, the efforts should be to get them all onto the same track, instead of faulting the systems, ways and means. 

Wants, needs, desires and aspirations are just not limited to economic fields, body clock or biological functions. It spans the mind and spirit, Id and ego. They are programmable; erasable and rewritable, but not easy. Unlearn-relearn is a tough task for the intellect. Body, mind and spirit encompass the spectrum of life with spiritualism as an inalienable essence. Shorn of ideologies, money and power, systems must enable the Will to be directed for peace and advancement. Until, one and all recognise these, especially the leaders, backlashes will be blamed for what unfair systems unleash and precipitate yet more chaos and destruction.

Meantime, kneel, kowtow and chant, as the apostle of non-violence prayed:

“Ishwar, Allah tero nam, sabko sanman deh Bhagwan”


