RE-INVENTING DEMOCRACY
Worried Onlooker
When in peril, it is the duty of the responsible and willing to act selflessly to salvage what can be, from the threats of destruction. Democracy is no exception to such compulsions. To gain credibility violence need be abhorred. Non-violent, non-co-operative protests, civil disobedience and similar methods as our Father of Nation imbibed in us are fair means to draw attention to the plight of the nation and its people.

Didn’t it make the parliament see “Sense” in 2011?

The deep sense of distrust and disgust that has permeated the great Indian political scenario becomes understandable only when one assimilates the cumulative failures over the decades engulfing the system, letting the elected representatives responsible for such decadence get away scot free. For, with their discretion and power grabbing, they have percolated subservient hierarchies in the Judiciary, Civil Service, Forces/Para-military, Police and Raj Bhavans. The entire administrative system and civil services too with the politicians posting their subjugant moles at every level for a price and they in turn enriching themselves whilst recouping the down-payments.

Anxiety and impatience of the populace can only be sympathised when one looks back and finds that most of the enquiry commissions, judicial enquiries, Joint Parliamentary Committees and the like have been futile exercises with no corrective or punitive measures coming out of them. 

It is in this context that masses have taken to the streets and started demanding –beginning to dictate to the recalcitrant legislators too- what they want, as they have realised that those in the law making process –as psychologists and philosophers have often pointed out- will protect themselves with loopholes and escape hatches in the laws they enact. That indeed was the fate of LokPal Bill conveniently sabotaged during its passage through the Houses. But let us not dither; let us get it enacted in the most practical way possible. 

Have no doubt, this too will not pass, like the other ones. People have become wary and circumspect, but are willing to stand up and be counted to make things happen. Such movements, in many parts of the world, have enlightened the masses and infused a sense of hope, courage and conviction in them. 

Democracy is said to be a poor choice of mechanisms for seeking fair and just governance. What need be appreciated and admired is that, with centuries of experience, a chance to refine and re-invent has not been let gone by Indians during the anticorruption upheaval of 2011. 

Democracy’s lack of success and failures are twofold. It is a great pragmatic compromise of political methodologies for participatory –through the ballot box- governance. But when lesser than half vote, it is majority of the minority that rules, taking the rest for granted -for neglect of their general will and duties that are inalienable from rights. Herein can be found the syndrome of callousness of the haves letting the have-nots clinch wins at the hustings, and soon enough capturing power, setting the agenda. Such power switching perhaps enable avoidance of violent backlashes of the revolutionary kind in the interim. But they too find limitations of democratic processes and seek better alternatives. 

Democracy fails because it is a compromise of special interests, who live to fight another opportune time for their hearty causes, heady philosophies and principled principles. Keeping shenangians, rabble rousers and criminals out of the power seeking process is a necessity for the success of democracy, lest let it be hijacked for selfish pursuits. 

Whether it is the Party, Individuals or special interest Groups that put up, bankroll and support the candidates, the need to avoid nefarious elements must be well practised. Herein lies the glaring failure of Indian democracy that has been hailed many times for voting for change on event based reactions. 

Once in power, the compulsion to return favours to sponsors/backers etc is what makes democracy a mishap. True, it may be capturing power with good intent but effectively it shouldn’t be to share the spoils. Whether it is the capitalist model at the extreme right, right or left of centre, and the extreme leftist ideologies, they all in common demand power sharing between the rulers and those who facilitated their elections. Two party democracy too hasn’t brought out the best, as each one gets alternating chances –accusing each other of mis-governance. A third party –to the right or left centre- could be a balancing force weaning the two from extremes, but sans coalition adharma compromises.

Coalition governance has evolved as the most pragmatic democratic approach when no party succeeds in getting the mandate to rule alone. But it has demonstrated itself as the worst possible outcome, as policies and their implementations are compromised at the altar of power sharing. 

Elected representatives must be made to deliver their promises and comparison between parties and their candidates must give way to better selection process. Those with criminal records must be ostracised. Public service must be what attracts people to politics and leaders should evolve out of them. It has been a successful nation building process in many countries. But its neglect and careless attitudes of the populace when their basic needs are met, has attracted shady ones onto the political arena. Thus silence of the educated and well to do is what has undermined democracy. 

Inequalities that are rising due to power and wealth sharing by the elected and cronies is a new danger to democracy. Privatisation of civic services and public-private partnerships that call for heavy investments in the infrastructure sector have created nexus between those in power and their brokers. The business class have become cozy strange bedfellows with politicians through crony capitalism. 

Accountability, Recall, Reject, Proposition, Referendum etc are easier today with newer technologies. Indian democracy has been hailed time and again for sweeping changes made through the ballot boxes when the nation was at critical junctures. However, the unfortunate feudal hang-over of casteism and similar vote bank groupism has to be gotten over; parochialism too. 

Enfranchising youth at 18 (instead of 21) was seen as a good move, but their immaturity, lack of awareness etc have not been overcome. Hence the challenge for activists is to induct them into political mainstream , as with a large numbers –and majority soon-  they are destined to govern. 

A Shadow Cabinet that monitors all actions of those in power is a good check and balance. Activists must be encouraged to come up the political and leadership ladders by getting elected at the lowest levels (municipal, burroughs..) garnering experience before wresting power at higher levels. The propensity to impose kith and kin of the oldies should be frowned against and clipped. RTI (Right to Information) Act has proven to be a timely boon to unearth all malfeasant deals of those in power.  

Democracy need be refined at each phase of political/social development and level of progress. What is feasible in a well-developed and matured democracy may not be possible to be practised in developing and under-developed ones that are evolving from military, dictatorial and the so called `democratic republics’. Election funding –the root cause of corruption- need be addressed sooner than later, but we may not be ready as yet to earmark huge amounts of public money for private use.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Philosophies –spiritual ones not excluded- and ideologies are underlying themes that divide, unite and run societies and nations. Politics is nothing but a dream of impossible plausibilities towards a just, fair and egalitarian way of life. A benevolent ruler whether king, dictator or elected commoner is said to be the best that one and all can hope for. Such dreams are what societies are made for and built of. 

