Of Communism and its Limitations
What a marvellous ideology from the philosophy of equality of human beings based on `from each according to his ability to each according to his needs’, but on the whole contributing to the welfare state that equalises inherent biologically evolved differentiations! Don’t humans long to exist down to earth and humanely equal in spiritual efforts also? Funnily enough the twain like, the like poles, repel! It is all about power grabbing perhaps. However if success of systems and sacrifices made for them is what proof is all about, unfortunately Marx, Engles & his followers are responsible for the mayhem that was unleashed and the failures manifested.
It is unfair to state that it was irrational, illogical, ill-founded, unworkable and bound to fail. In retrospect, it was not ill-timed; in fact it arose out of perfect bio-organic developmental timing phase in human politico-socio-economic-industrial evolution. Hasn’t it recurred time and again in different areas/countries and isn’t its latest avatar in Nepal proof of it? Aren’t there pockets of communists even in the freest states? 
It will continue to revisit perhaps all over Africa as well, as the Dark Continent lights up. For human beings are born with an innate egalitarian mindset for survival and sharing. Those innocent ones in hamlets, villages and out-backs co-exist peacefully on an earthly camaraderie under `mothers’ lap syndrome’. It is property rights that fires the first salvo and division of land that draws fist blood, as the Red Indian chief wondered `how can humans possess, divide or apportion what is not theirs?’  
Aren’t innocent children and those even at adulthood within a friendship circle prime examples of group bonding till they are conditioned and differentiated creating barriers amongst themselves? When animal survival instinct matures, competition rather than co-operation becomes the methodology and it has enabled human/societal growth and catalysed developments mostly through destructive approaches though. 
Haven’t we benefited from all the pro and anti-communist technology developed right from colonisation till the end of Cold war? Commissions and omissions of communism and sacrifices enforced/goaded on in its name even by dictators and autocrats compelling masses through psycho-hysterical leadership need be saluted before it is confined to the dustbins of civilisational history. Likewise those who challenged and doused it.
As in any living organism, differentiation is the key to survive, grow and prosper. Species and their variations underline the same. Gene mapping scientists allude that genetically there is very little variations in the DNA structure between animals –of which humans are one and see what those little differences have permutated! Thus the fundamental flaw of communism is that it prescribes that all should remain equal. What a waste of creativity that would have been had it ever succeeded! 
Nonetheless, what co-operative techniques and creativity hadn’t it created in times of survival, adversity and challenges? Take USSR at the turning point of last War. Apart from a severe winter and the toughness to survive in it, it was hardy group of communists on the back-foot that outlasted and overcame looming defeat. Without such luck, the Allies were lost and outsmarted by a small band of nationalists driven on primacy of race. 
What came out of victory and progress and success that were achieved during the next two generations in cold climes of Cold war illustrates the strength of human will and spirit based on binding ideology. Isn’t that civilisation is all about and not exploitation and manipulation on a global scale threatening with remote controlled destruction from the space through proxy imperialism as is seen of late in the uni-polar world?

Progress on technological, medical, scientific, military/arms and space fronts were unparalleled; of course, at high human costs but. So were all wars fought for/on whatever laudable purposes/principles. Flights of fancy beyond gravitational field and manned space crafts were marvelled. So too taming of the nuclear process to create destructive weapons as well as for peaceful power generation and the like. 
As philosophical extensions and socio-economic distractions, misadventures, to plant and spread communism across the globe, it is fair to say, that was what brought its downfall. Spreading afar without any results to show! Eastern Europe, Vietnam, Cambodia, Angola, Mozambique etc are examples that one wishes never occurred. Cuba so close to the capitalist behemoth as an alien sore, is an exception in its own isolated style though. The underlying strategy was the efforts to secure mineral resources and their sea-trade routes in a bipolar world after the colonial era. Isn’t USA up to such tricks all the time?

However all the progress on the face of enforced sacrifices and propaganda could not stand the test of time when flow of news and information could not be curtailed, like body-bags from Hindukush.. It shows that there must be results to show and time to reap benefits from whatever done over a reasonable period; otherwise the human engine and psyche will not co-operate. 
That it took a cowboy President of filmdom background on the footsteps of a farmer one locking himself up in White House, to borrow beyond means from the world to outspent on Star Wars to subdue the committed communists expanding across continents, is no relief at all. Call it the capitalist-diplomat-politician’s doctrine if one must, but it took enormous resources, technology and effort to stop and nip the red tide of infiltrations and progress across continents. Without the migrant fuelled economy US would not have been able to stem the flow as the absorbed and indigenous had become indifferent; migrants are invariably liberals and anti-communists.
The Chinese efforts with huge population and cheap labour also chose and embarked on Communism. But the great leap and long march were not enough to pursue progress at satisfying pace and they had to reform boldly from one to another even at the cost of socio-economic upheavals yet to come. Their landings in Indonesia, exports to African continent and influx to the south were too thin and far to be sustained convincingly.
That it faltered and foundered in the famed cycle of evolutionary social changes of development is another marvel of human history turning humane, underlining that there are limits to sacrifices and endurances of generations for worldly dreams. A lesson for India not to neglect the poor and its villages as the father of the nation had reminded. Thus whether it be liberalisation, Classical or neo-liberals, Capitalism in its diluted version through PPP, tweaking Socialism or whatever, deliverables must be apparent and achievable within a life span or two. Hence Greater Common Good becomes the dictum.

As a preliminary process to unite the disgruntled for security and food, as a sign of times, Communism is a brilliant shielded weapon of mass destruction. Recall Cambodia and the compelled march of city dwellers to the villages with enroute assassinations to control numbers. Dislike and hatred of the burgeis is not unfounded for all the subjugation that the masses have been subjected to from the feudal days, as the burgeois more often were the conduits of the monarchy to collect taxes and enforce repressive measures. 
The hollowness of communism is that it does not have solutions beyond revolutions and ‘dictatorship of the proletariat’. What has ensued is authoritarianism of the few in power, preservation of dynasty in politics and a close knit ruler class tightly controlling all aspects of life through subterfuge, misinformation, disinformation and spy-sabotage network within close social groups and family set ups destroying its civil semblance. As leaders falter, turn corrupt, nepotic, authoritarian, totalitarian, tyrannical and despotic thrusting their cronies without realistic goals, anti-incumbency rings death knell.
Its success at the ballot box has mostly been questionable –suspected of coercion- and one of monopoly and rigging by silencing dissent through threats and persecution. But few cases stand out as shining examples of peoples’ acceptance at the husting. One is its continued hegemony in the intellectual psyche of the educated, cultural and to some limited extent, spiritual elite in different parts of the world and specifically in India. Are they so convinced and certain that all other exploitative systems are en passé and deliverance can only be through communism in its purest unalloyed form? 
How else can one explain the hegemonic continuance of the leftists in Bengal and Kerala? That despite the labour unrest, poor productivity, lack of and diminishing industrialisation and investment, poor per capita parameters etc. Surprisingly the two though similar in many respects are dissimilar on ideology trickle down. Whereas Kerala is close to full literacy and rich with migrant labour remittances, poverty pervades Bengal with industrialisation struggling to make a come back and the unbroken dominance of leftists having nothing to show for their generation long efforts! Isn’t it surprising that communism survives under such diametrically opposite conditions for generations?
As for the Kerala type, it holds the record for the first democratically openly freely elected by a densely populated small state with high literacy and education levels with access and proximity to the governing class during the independence struggle. Strangely enough that historic choice was unacceptable at the national level and the communists were dismissed by the newly anointed annoyed Congress rulers. A `liberation struggle’ followed, leaving unhealed scars behind, tilting the state to the left for good.
It was the elite religious class and landed gentry that was behind such home grown leftist movement. Once in power they implemented professed policies like taking over land and giving it away to the tillers for the first time in India (though a sacrificial Sarvodaya effort had done so voluntarily too) with alacrity and continue to play the pivotal role in politics and ideologies at all levels. On the downside, it need be said that developmental industrialisation suffered –perhaps due to step-motherly treatment by the Centre- and the economy is dependent on migrant labour/professional pools remittances.
The drama and trend has continued ever since with Communists in varied hues of red becoming strange bedfellows with Congress (and other Class, Caste, Religion based groups splintered on personality basis) at State and at Centre as well. Kerala’s hotbed coalition role model is being repeated elsewhere in many states and Centre. Perhaps it will be sometime before polarisation occurs along simpler workable ideologies. That aside, Kerala model is the one talked about by other state politicians for replicating in the fields of population control, literacy, education, health care, infrastructure etc.

As for Bengal, is its feudal and East India Company base history and antipathy to such establishments, the underlying root cause? Whatever, though blessed with natural resources, well fed arable plains, fertile delta and head-start with connectivities and infrastructure of colonial legacy, abject poverty has not been overcome. But the people continue to support communist and left of centre parties with such commitment, that other groups have been unable to hold sway over the deeply entrenched ideology.  

The Stalinist, Leninist, Maoist, Che-Castro variations and our own Indian versions of Left-Left, Left-centre, Left, Left-right, Right-Left variations make them an interesting line up of perseverance with delectable food for the thought process even for rightists. (at one stage in Kerala, a couple was heading Left & Right factions as Ministers). And that is why they all –the landless, displaced- truck together against dams, SEZs, Biosphere rape, Deforestation, Resettlement etc consolidating and bridging ideology-vote banks. Environmentalists cite that a water-closet flush is an extreme luxury when millions struggle for water or are relocated without roots to build dams and the light bulb is the worst sign of progress due to its inefficiency and heat generation on mass scale. Wait for LEDs to light up?! A caveat but. Bovine gas has a large global warming effect!
The reason why communism won’t go away is that there are different heady and light versions of it available for use at progressive steps of development. At the extreme it is violent a la Naxals –but not terrorism in its commonly understood form, then sabotage, boycott, hartal, bandh etc to keep the comrade cadres employed and fed, non-co-operation etc with the focus on membership drive, job generation, capturing power from union level upwards..holy ideals. In any case management is forced to recognise, accept, talk and preserve them lest relationships turn nastier. Thus noble cause locus standi. Over time, labour becomes more practical and pragmatic as and when they realise the benefits of developmental economics; but they don’t resign primary membership and the Union does not tolerate competition on their turf; hence some violence on the labour front. But as is usual, sweat can be wiped off with cash compensations and relief packages.
It begs the questions whether unionism should be tolerated or accommodated as communism which has its roots in violence and at floor level. It is answered itself in modern HR practices that co-operation and not confrontation is the desired path for success and to that extent unions can be encouraged to represent, bring issues to the table and enable solve problems jointly, even if few line their pockets. However the communist lingo of bosses, workers, toilers, exploited does cause a natural divide and their style creates pockets of power that is uncompromising to make a point at least. Therefore solutions depend on circumstances, situations and styles with tolerance and rewards as negotiating methodology and compensations.

In the end, even if it is disliked, its aura will retain it as the first baby steps of socio-politico-economic awareness –as a necessary evil and a blessing in disguise allowing the disgruntled to vent their angst, get attention and seen to succeed in the eyes of their comrades before further refinements like socialism, liberty, capitalism etc evolve organically within and from the core of communities as they network in a globalised flatter world. Nonetheless, a long as class divides survive, such philosophies will continue to prosper. As a comparative at the lower rung, Communism is a romantic ideal and it loses its magnetic effect as progress threshes the grains of gains from hard toils.  

The Indian challenge is to pull the downtrodden from lower strata with the proverbial rope –that might look like a snake per psychologists- one step at a time up the developmental ladder by literacy, vocational training, education, micro credit, creating opportunities etc without which our tryst with future will be bleak. Kudos, information technology is a timely saviour and stands a chance of spreading opportunities fairly.
